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WWE‘NTY—EIGHTﬂ CONGRESS.
FIRST SESSION.

SaTunpav, ArriL 20, 1844,
The Benate did not sit to-dey. In the House of Repre-
e A, 1T, STEPHENS presented joint. vesol
r f cerlain joint resolu-
tions of the Legislatore of the Biate of Georgin against the
resolutions of the Legislature of the Blate of Massachusetts

on the of &ec.
Mr, uﬁwmﬁ. from the Committse on Revolationary
Pensions, reported bills of the following titles, viz :

A bill for relief of Ann Hunter, widow of Robert Hunter,
&b N Wilson, widow of Captain
Wi nccompanied by ® report in each case,

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, from the Committes on Invalid |

Pensions, mude a report upon the petition of Wm. McCau-

ey, by u bill for bis relief.

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claims, made a re-
port upun the petion of Josiah Dillon, late Assistent Quar-
termaster General of the army, accompanied by s bill for his

Mr. PRESTON KING, from the. ittee on Com-
TGS, T ‘upun 'ﬂ“pm-’m"“% ¢ J h s

nied by a bill. . ?

r. JOHN W. DAVIS, from the Conrmittee on the Pub-
lic Lands, reported a bil to confirm certain private entries of
:::? in the northwestern land district in the State of Mis.

r. HERRICK, from the Committee on Naval Affuirs, to
which waa referred the bill from the Senate entitled ** An act
for the reliel of Wm. McPherson,” reported the same with-
out amendment,

Mr. OWEN, from the Committee on Roads and Canals,
moved that the said committee be di from the consi-
deration of the resolution of the House of the 29th of January

riation for a survey of & Mac-
ational road, near Laurel Hill, to
the harbor of Erie, and also from the several petitions upon
that subject, and that the ssid resolution and petitions be laid

on the table,

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the yeas and nays (with a view
to make this a question of principle) on the motion to lay the
memorials- the table, which were ordered; and, being
taken, as follows : Yeas 110, nays 60.

Bo the memorials were luid on the table.

WESTERN HARBOR BILL.

The House resumed the considerstion of the bill known
as the Western harbor bill.

The pending guestion beiog on the motion of Mr. Tuomr-
sox o recommit the bill, with instructions to report twe bille—
one making appropriations for rivers, and the other for lake

Mr. TIBBATTS concluded his constitutional argument in

favorof the bill. :
The constitutional argument in opposition to the bill was
continued at great length by Messrs. DANIEL and CULLOM.

When Mr. McDOWELL demanded ihe previous ques-
tion; which, (after several ineffoctual sppeals for its with-
drawsl, ) by ayes 84, noes 49, was seconded.

[Thus the motion 1o recommit with instructions was
cut off.] .

And the main guestion was ordered to be now taken ;
(which main question was first on the smendment of Mr.
Duncaw, striking out the [llinois river, and then on ordering
the bill to be engrosed for a third reading. ) 1

Mr. HARDIN asked the yeas and nays on the amend-
ment, which were ordered; and, being taken, resuited as
follows: Yeas 118, nays 49,

*  Bo the amendment way agreed to ; and the ** Illinois™ river

was n out. -
question then again recarred on ordering the bill to be
e for a third feading. 3,

-

yeas and nays were ssked and ordered; and, being
taken, resulted as follows : Yeas 110, nays 75.
8o the bill was ordered to a third rending [at this time, ]
And the question, ** Shall this bill pass 1" was then taken,
and the result was, ayes 108, noes 732.
8o the bill was poased.
Mr. DUNCA i e id
demanded the previous question.
But (the hour growing very late) no quorum voted.
And thereupon the House adjourned. -~

Monpay, ArniL 22, 1844,

tion of the vote, and

IN SENATE.

The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the body a
communication from the Second Auditor’s office, made in
compliafice with the law of June, 1834, contsining state-
ments of disbursements made to various Indian tribes.

The following memorials and petitions were presented and
s intely referred : :

« By Mr. BREESE : From citizens of Sangamon county,
Illinois, praying that Texas may not be sunexed to the Uni-

Btates.
By Mr. FAIRFIELD : From citizens of Bangor, Maine,
asking the annexation of Texas to the United States.
By Mr. WRIGHT : From citizens of Jefferson county,
New Ym;m that no alteration may be made in the
t

Also, from citizens of Rochester, New York, remonstrat-
ing against the ratification of any tresty for the annexation

of Texas.

By Mr. BUCHANAN : Resolutions of citizens of Phila-
delphia in favor of annexstion of Texas to the United States.

Also, from citizene of Allegbany county, Pennsylvanis,
remonstrating against the annexation of Texss and against
the ratification of any treaty by the Sensts.

Also, from citizens of Pennsylvanis, asking that no altera-
tion may be made in the present tariff.

By Mr. UPHAM : The proceedings of a meeting of Essex
county, Vermont, opposed to the annexation of Texos 1o the
United States.

Mr. EVANS, on leave, introduced a biil granting e pen-
sion to James Dufly,

Mr. WOODBRIDGE gave notice of his intention to in-
troduce a bill providing for the better security of the com-
merce of the Inkes.

Mr. ARCHER said that there was an imporiant Execu-
tive communication on the table which ucuﬁ require to be
printed, and he would move that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of Executive business; which motion was
agreed to ; sud the doors were closed, and the Senate re-
mained in sesslon until a late hour.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

The Houne passed to the consideration of the unfinished
business of Saturday, being the motion of Mr. Duxcax to
yeconsider the vote by which the bill making appropriations
for the improvement of certain rivers and harbors had been

[i. e the bill known as the Western harbor bill. ]

And the question immeodiately pending was on the demand
for the previous question.

After some conversution the question recurred and was
taken on the demand for the previous question, snd the vote
stood : Ayes 85, noes 40.

8o there was a socond.

Mr. BARNARD inquired of the Speaker if it would now
be in order to move to postpone the consideration of the mo-
tion 1

The SPEAKER said it would not,

Mr. DICKINSON asked the yess and nays on the main
question, which were ordered ; and, being taken, resulted as
follows : Yeas 93, nays 111,

S0 the House refused to reconsider the vote by which the
bill bad been passed.

GEORGIA MILITIA.

Mr. CLINCH, on leave, introduced a bill of the following
title :

A bill to provide for the settlement of the claims of the State
of Georgin‘for the services of four companies of her militia
called into service in the years 1841 and 1843,

The bill, having been read twice by its title, was referred
10 the Commwitiee of Claims, and ordered to be printed.

THE EASTERN HARBOR BILL.

Mr. BARNARD rose-and said that the House had just |
Theroe was another | operation this bill as soon s

disposed of the Western harbor bill.

Mr. BARNARD. The Western Herbor bill was taken
up in the same way, by a vote of two-thirds. T hope this
bill will be so. I am sure it will not y an hous's time,

Mr, DROMGOOLE, remarking that the bill would n:l“

be disposed of so readily as the gentlemsn imegined,
mm,«-m&u s on the motion o suspend the
rules, which were o ; and, being taken, resulied as
follows : Yeas 106, nays 88,
8o, two-thirde not voting in the affirmative, the rules were
not suspended.
TEST VOTE ON THE TARIFF.

Mr. McKAY rose and waid that, in pursuance of the no-
tice given by him last week, he now moved that the House
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of
the Union, [with a view to take up the bill to modify and
amend an act entitled ** Ap act to provide revenue from im-
poits, and for other purposes.”]
The yeas and nays were as follows :
YEAS—Mesars. Anderson, Aikineon, Balser, Henton, Jamen
A. Blick, Biackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jueub Brinkerheff,
William J Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Catlin, Renben Chap
man, Avgustus A. Chopman, Chappell, Clinton, Cobb, Coles,
Crosa, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, 3, W Duvis, Dougless, Drowgoole,
nncan, Dunlap, Elmer, Pickiin, Prench, Byram Green, Hale,
Hammou, BGI'ILM. Henley, Herrick, Holmer, Hoge, Hopkins,
Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, James B, Hunt,
J + Cave Joh y Andrew Johoson, George W. Jones,
Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Labranche, Lecanrd, Lewis,
Lucas, Lyon, McCauslen, Muoclay, McClelland, McClernand,
McConnell, MeDowell, McKny, Mathews, Joseph Morris, Mur
pby, Norris, Owen, Payue, Pettir, Emnry D. Potter, Pur-

nson, 5t John, - Seymour, Stmons, Siafpson, Sli+

Mr. WINTHROP said, os the ve
manufacturing community, which bhe had often been charged:
wnl_:ml.h.i-h:w, but of .hl.‘ commercial G{
was somewhat surprised gentlemen from the
York, which took the lesd of Boston in
commerce, had not before this

5
{
J
i

. landing [
different duty, snd giving the advantage or mm
tage (whichever it might be) to these which had been already
received, was a most upfast operation on the ce
the country.

The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Ruxrr) told

them he was not for this bill as w measure of relief to the

coinmerce,

try, but because it was to relieve **
W. would like to know who were the , 08 distinguishe |
ed from the farmers, the manufacturers, and merchanis of the
country. What was this abstract idea of the distinct
from any profession, occu , or business whatever, to be
relieved by the tariff'? by, the people were not an idls
Whnuhuynnmi nstrious people ; every man had

except some members of Congresy, wha bhad

to do except distarbing the work of the peuplv. < ;
den fluctuations were ruinous to commerce. As the

dell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stewsin, John
Stewart, Siiles, Swone, Strong, Taylor, Thompeon, Tibbata, Wel-
ler Wentworth, Wheston, Woodward, Juseph A. Wright—164.
NAYS—Mesars. Abbott, Adamn, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, Bor-
nard, Bidlack, James Black, Brengle, Hrodhend, Milton Brown,
Jeremish Browa, Buffington, Cary, Carrcll, Causin, Chilton,
Clinch, Cli , Call y Oranat Duarragh, Garren Davis,
Richard D Davis, Deberry, Deollet, D ckey, Dickinson, Ellis,
Farlee, Pish, Florence, Fooy, Foster, Giddings, Willis Green,
Grinpell, Grider, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Hudson, Washiugton
Huol, G, J. logersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irein, Jenks, Porley
B. Johnson, J. P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Mclivaine, Maksh,
Edword Joy Morris, Morse, Mcseley, Nes, Newton, Parmenter,
Patterson, Peytog, Phaaix, Elisha R, Potter, Preston, Rameey,
Charles M. Reed, Ritter, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Russell,
Sample, Schenck, Senter, Sevarauce, Duvid L. Seymour, Albert
Smith, Jobn T. Swith,Caled B. Smith, Spence, B.ephens, Ao
drew Stewart, Summers, Thomasson, Titden, Tyler, Vance, Van
mater, Vioton, Wethered, White, Williame, Winthrop, Wm.
Wright, Yost—94. .
So the motion was agreed to.

THE TARIFF.

Thereupon, the House resolved iteell into Committee of
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hoexixs, of Vir
ginia, in the chair,) and took up the bill to modify and amend
an act entitled *¢ An sctto provide revenue from imports, and
for other purposes,” approved 30th August, 1842,

The bill was read through. =

And the first section being under consideration— |

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved 8o to amend it ss 1o pro-
vide that the bill should go into operation on the first of Ja-
nuary, 1845, instead of the first of Seplember next, [as pro-
vided by the bill.]

sentative of a city owning one<tenth of the tonnage of the
country—of s city which owed much of its wealth and popu-
lation to-commerce, and not to manufactures—in beball of
the commerce of that city, he prolested against these sud-
;den changes and fluctuations in legislation. Tbhese fluctua-
tions were ten limes more destructive than the fluctuations
of the waves ; they could obtain an insurance against the lat-
ter, but the injury resulling from the former no man could
anticipate or provide against. When they came o allering
duties upon our foreign commerce, it would be committing a
gross outrage (for he could use no milder term) to do it with-
out notice, unless there was some urgent necessi-
ty for it. There might be cases—cases of war, of necessily,
of sudden danger—occurring which might make it necessary
to head in the commerce of the country as it arrived with ite
freights upon our sheres, and to d d of it duties whieh
had not thought of before. But here, st a moment
when every thing wes working well, when the whole people
had never been in n state of higher prosperity, without pre-
tence, without apology, the springing on the country a new
tariff bill, at a single six weeks' notice, was ulterly dnwise,
unjust, and prejudicial to the great interests of the country.
He trusted the amendment of the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania would be adopted. He would suggest one other
alteration, to strike oot 1845 and insert 1846. He would
like to have it known by such an smendment whether, the
people really desired such relief ns the gentleman from South
Caroline was anxious to proffer them. Let the operations of
this tariff be put off one year; let it be distinctly proposed to
the people whether they stood in need of such help of ‘this
Congress on their industry ; let it be made the great issue

Mr, I, said he did not know that it was in order, or
vy, forhim o say any thing in support of the motion. If this
bill should become a law, it was not probable it could happen
before midsummer at the Tts di ion was likely,
according to all previous experience, 10’ occupy some three
weeks in this House; after which it must undergo another
diecussion in the Senate, If it passed there at sll, it would
most likely come back with sundry amendments, all which
must be considered, and the debate in great part gone over
again here, after all which there inight be a conference ; and,
on the whole, he could not reasonably expect the law to go
into actusl operation before June: he held it, therefore, no
more than reasonable thut those who might be largely inter-
ested in the result should receive the proper nutice before-
band. With this view he had proposed the amendment.

Mr. McKAY said that if the gentleman from Pennsylva-
nia bad waited a few minutes, be would have seen that it
was his (Mr. McKax's) intention 1o have moved an amend-
ent providing that either the first duy of January or the first
day nlr July should have been substituted. for the day desig-
e O A% How cowld T wait, whep |
~-Mr. + INGERBOLE. - " I ¥ "
knew nothingof your intention 1 I would have done so With
pleasure if you Ead told me.

Mr. McKAY was not at sll complaining of the course of
the gentleman. The committee, .in fixing the timé of Bep-
tember in the bill, had been guided by the law of 1842. They
had, however, received further information, from which they
were led 1o believe it was not the best time. They thought,
when so important a law as that imposing duties on foreign
imports was 1o be passed, a rcasonable time before its taking
effect should be allowed to merghants to accommodate their
business to it. The fall importations would generally have
been made before the first September. The law of 1842 had
passed in August, and hed gone into operation in September ;
and the merchants who had imported a large stock of goods
under the former duty of twenty per cent. or less, had been

bled, in 1 of the enormous increase of duties,
to realize a large smount without any effort whatever.

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL (Mr. McKax yielding for ex-
planation) said that every gentieman who had been here at
thie time of the passage of that act hsd deemed it vital to
the income of the United States It was the opinion of a

before the y in the elections now eoming on, and let

it be decided by the people themselves, and not by those who

undertook to speak for the people, and who, in muny ecnses,

koew but little and represented but little the wishes of the
ople.

such a3 he had never before witnessed on this floor.
had gone into Committee of the Whole on the state of the
Union on an important bill—a bill which had been lying on
their tables for eight or nine weeks  and without any body
knowing what the hill was, except as they had sead it us a
document, the gentleman from Peunsylvanis rose in his seat,
and without the expression of opposition or of favor to the
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nﬂo(;lﬁmVirﬁnththmnNoﬂh Carolins had

Mr. LEWIS wes understood 1o say that this was a freak jostice, ) then nosuch law awthat of 1842 woulll have T
i They | this Hovse. It appeared to him that it was at least a want

spoken
| whut appeared the best recommendation of the bill itself to
Jpublic lavor and t the merchants had already
expressed a wish that the time for it to go into effeet should
ot be Beptember, but July or Jenuary. Then, after all, ac-
eording to the confession of the Chsirman of the Commites
of Ways and Meins, it should be either July or January.

of | Now, were they to put the 1st July in this bill, any man

who had any experience of the life of fongress, knew that

| hey should be sitting here on the 1st of July, and the bill

If they were to put in any time,

:"hlcnotdldddollll.
lhln:om it be such as would give reasonable notice to all the world,
4

that the fair trader might be saved—not to say placed on an

| #qual footing with the speculator, the foreigner, and the
{{innumerable individuals of that description for whom they did

not legislate,

Mr. DROMGOOLE remarked that, when upon the floor,
he bad not di d the time partioulsrly, only to throw out
the intimation that the principles of this bill ‘were not pro-
perly to be discussed on this motion. He hed intimated a
preference for the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylva-

- | Din, but that preference had been over September, because he

was convinced, from what be bad seen and hesrd, that Sep-
tember was an inproper time, and he preferred the 1st July
or the middle of the winter to it. He agreed with the gentle-
man from Alsbama, (Mr. Lewis,) that he preferred the lst
July, and that the sooner they got relief from this un just tariff
law the better. I
. Mr, McKAY hoped this debste would not be prolonged,
that the vote would be taken, nnd then, on some other
— tha wiiole shovite: of Ousbill mlghtdm sk

try and to injure the importing merchants, but it could not
be so with a bill reducing the rates of duty. lLet him take
two separale articles by way of il ; take the impor-
tation of piece s of any sort. Alh‘lﬂ already said,
owing to some diminutisn. '
ertlurs hod slready been given ; the goods would come in
certainly before 1st September, perhaps before the Ist
July. They are received and stored, and the bill goes into
operation. What would be the consequence 1 These foreign
manufacturers, through their sgents, send outl importations
of these goods, to come in under the diminished rates 3f duty,
und destroy entirely any living profit, and any thing except
s h:'wnrighl loss on the importations by the American wer-
chants.

Let them take another case, that of pepper or spice,
which had no relation to the question of protection, but was
purely a queation of revenve, He kpow the fact that u very
large importation of pepper aud other spices had been made
to the port of Boston and other ports under the law of 1842,
T'he very instant this bill was passed, which struck down the
duties on these articles not less than 100 per eent, (which
were purely revenue dutits,) these articles would become
utterly unsaleable. There was not a merchant who would
sell another pound of them until this question was finally
‘seltled, and in ease this bill became a law, large quantities
would be imported under the reduced dulies, and the prior
importations would become utterly unsaleable except sl ruin-
ous loases. :

Mr. OWEN said that the act which this bill was intended to
?‘lﬁi{_’ biad been called mmnl'ur raising revenpe : and on its

open for discussion.

He had stated that he had received numerous letters from
the merchants in large cities complaining of the 1st Septom-
ber, and unanimously preferring the st July or 1st January.
Goods imported for the fall business came in before the 1st
July, and, if the operation of the bill was pout;é;mad to lst
September, great injustice would be done. r. McKarx
referred to the fact that the tariff acts of 1816, 1824, and all
of them, with scarcely an exception, from the foundation of
the Government to 1838, had been made to go into operation
on the 30th June or 1st July.

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said the 1st July was, in all pro-
bability, an’ impracticable day, Allowing a fair time fur the
srgument of the matter in this House, and then a fair time in
the Senate 1o dispose of their other pressing business and take
up this bill, it would bring them probably—possibly, in legis-
lative probability, (and that was enough for their action
now)—beyond the lst July for the passage of the bill. He
would suggest that it would be the best Lo withdraw any par-
ticular proposition now, leaving the time blank, and then to
go directly to the merits of the bill, and, after fair examian-
tion and consideration of it, they would be better prepared to
fix the time.

Mr. PAYNE said he was for the earliest time for the bill
to go into operation. Perhaps he was not authorized (he
#nid) to take this ground ; for one gentleman had intimated
that the South had no right to interfere with this question.
He apprehended that this was on American question ; that
gentlemen who held that it belonged to the spinning jennies
and flying shuttles of the North and Esst were mistaken.
They of the South were as much interested in this question
as any portion of the United States; and since the intima-
tion that they bad no right Lo interfere with regand to it, he
took the liberty to make angfher remark ; that if every indi-
vidoal directly interested in manufucturing establishments, in
this system of fraud and plunder, was denied the privilege of
a vote on this question, (as they ought to be in_honesty and

1

"ine Teveise. 1y
went to continue Lhat legsl machinery which pertained ‘o &
system ancient in other countries, though new in this, and

whose leading principle was thal taxes were not necessarily an

evil, but a good to the covntry which paid them ; and that the

menufacturing skill and commercial enterprise of a natign

were best fostered by taxation. In the days of the Boston

ten party such a doctrine would have obtained but small

favor : the Committee of Ways and Means dissented from it,

and therefore they had framed a bill whose operation would

be gradually to bring back the country to revenue principles

such as prevailed in the days of Washington.

Mr. HUDSON here rose to order, snd inquired whether
it was in order 1o go into the merits of the bill on the pending

and in 1ia Lecessary results It was direc ARt -

nt.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that he presumed there
could be no desire to go into a long debate on the question of
time ; and all difficulty would be obvisted by permitting the
question 1o be taken,

’I]‘aneml aasent being given—

he question was taken first on the amendment of Mr.
McKar (1o the amendment of Mr. C. J. INexnsors) fo
substitute the first day of July next for the first of January ;
aud the vote stood: Ayes 48, noes 95.

8o the amendment 1o the smendment was rejected.

Mr. STEWART, of Penn. moved to amend the amend-
ment by ivserting the first day of Januoary, 1846.

The vote stood : Ayes 70, noes 73.

S0 the amendment to the amendment was rejecied.

Mr. STEWART then moved to amend the amendment
by inserting the first day of January, 1847 ; but (after some
desultory conversation) withdrew the motion.

The question then recurred and was takén on the amend-
ment of Mr. U. J, [nexnsory, (1o insert the first day of Jan-
uary next,) and the vote stood : Ayes 44, noes 75.

S0 the a Imeut was rejecled.

Whereupon Mr SEYMOUR, of New York, moved to amend
the first section of the bill by raising the duty *‘ on all coarse

of delicscy and modesty in gentlemen, under these circom-
stances, to intimate that Southern gentlemen had no right 1o
a voioe in legisluting upon the interests of the country.

The gentleman from Massachuseuts (Mr. WinTinor) pre-
tegded that it was necessary (o give time, that commercial
men wight be informed as to the operation of this law ; that

bill, moved thst it gointo effect on the lat J y. Mr.
L. bad never seen such a motion made to precele debale
since he had been a member on this floos—some fifteen or
sixteen years. What did the House know about the bill 1
Were they prepared to act upon jt? Ought they not to go
into the discussion, to examine all the particulars of the biil,
and (hen to do what ooght to be the last nbject of the H

after the bill was perfecied, to fix the time when it

had made u‘::imm'on.‘{a p etnbat rassinont of eve ~n e
man here. He asked the gentleman from Pennsylvania, il
he could hope to have any influence with the genteman, to
withdraw the proposition ; let them go into discussion of the
bill in chief, whether it should pass st all, then into the de-
tails ; and, baving adjusted these more or less to the satis-
fa¢tion of every member, they coull then determine when
it should go into operation.

But the gentleman, the representative of the commercial
district, the great representative of commerce on this floor,
said they were springing this question uwpon the country.
This bili had been reported in March; it was proposed to take
effect in Soptember ; making about six mouths from the in-
troduction of this bill to the time of its going into operation.
Now, Mr. L. recollected, when the bill imposing burdens on
the people, raising the tarifl’ from an average of 30 per cent.
to 200 or 300 per cent., was brought in, six weeks only were
given, and that by the consent of the gentleman, no doulit}
but now the genileman said that a notice of six months was

springing the question on the people. If this bill was s

L

great number of the most respectable citizens of the country

that without some sueli act there could be no revenue, and

therefore it was y; but there was no such necessi-
now.

. Mr. McKAY said, whatever might have been the cause of
providing for ita taking effect so svon, it had operated in that
way in favor of the merchants of the country, He was dis-
posed to avoid this effect of it, and he had received numerous
communicationa from the importing merchants recommend-
ing that either the 1st July or the lst January be substituted
in this bill.

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, said he would like to see what
the bill wae, as finally amended, before he voted to fix a time
for its tuking effect. This bill, although it met his approba
tion in the main, might be so modified that he would not care
if it did not go into operation before 1900. He thought
they should defer fixing the time for it to go into effect until
it came out of the committee.

Mr. HARDIN said it séemed to him that the amendment
would have u bad ¢ffect on the revenue of the country, view-
ed in whatever light. From the time the bill passed until
it went into effect, the merchants would cease to import in s
great , and the conseq would be that the reve-
nue of the Government in the mean time would be cut off.
It seemed to him, then, that if any modification was about to
be made of the tarifl, the time for its taking effect should not
be postponed so far that the revenue of the country would be
materially injured.

Mr. McKAY d to ameitd the Iment Iy substitut-
ing for the It January the lst July (as the time for the bill
to take effect.

Mr. RHETT hoped that if the House altered the law, the
duy for the alteration to take effect would be in eonformity
with thie amendment of the gentleman who had just taken his
seat.  As the principle of this bill was the reliel e people,
not the relief of the merchants or of the manufacturers, not
o regard for the few but for the many, he hepod it would im-
mediately tnke effect. Although at the last Congress a mo-
ktion had been made to delay the time for the oporation of that
bill, in order that the orders for goods given out should not
be caught midway by those increased and enormous duties ;
although the merchants had come here in a body and remon-
strated on this account against the time fixed, and that re-
monetrance had been lnid before the Houee by a motion—
made, he believed, by himself—to postpone the going into
effect of the bill, till it would not go. For what purposs !
In order that the bill should immediately go into operation
for the benefit of those for whom it had been passed. But

of relief, the sooner it was passed the belter.

Mr. L. regretied that the gentleman from Virginia (Mi,
Dnon z) should have ] to an amendment so vis
tal to the bill; he also regretied that the gentlemsn from
North Carolina (Mr. McKax) should have consented to it.
He was glad that the gentl had modified the propositi
Mr. L. would now go, if the gentleman thought it best, for
the 1t July,  but he hoped no friend of the bill would go for
a later time. If it wos a good bill in Jenuary it was a good
one in September, and a better one in July.

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLIL said hg certainly should not
withd this dment, “freak” though it might be.
¢ Preak” though it might he, he put himself before the coun-
try on it.  He ventured 1o say if the votes of the city of New
York, the great commercial empurium, could be taken on this
subject, nineteen-twentieths of that anti-tarifl’ city would be
for giving notice, due and proper notiee, of the first opera-
tion of such a tremendous engine as this. And he would
add that this suggestion had come to him from the city of
New York. Unless they gave the fair merchant an opports-
nity to attend to his business, he was sure to be overdone by
the speculator and the foreigner ; by all those persons for
whom he presumed they were legislating—at all events, for
whom he was not legislating. And he would add, if there
was one single merchant or manufacturer in the United Siates
whose interests could be fairly saved by a reasongble post-
ponement of the operation of this bill, be was the man here,
and thought he represented the people who would stand by
this ** freak,"” to assist him.

Mr. LEWIS (Mr. L. yielding the floor) said he thought
he could give a better reason. If the merchants of New
York were in favor of continuing this terifl until January, it
must be because they wanted another six months of high

ices oul of the consuming people of this country. -5

Mr. INGERSOLL, resuming, aseured the gentleman frsim
Alabama that this suggestion had been made to him by a
highly intelligent gentleman of New York, whom he knew
very well, and whose letter he had not the least objection to
put into the hands of the gentleman ; and it was deemed by
him fair and just, and according to the process, character,
and progress of all judici and prudent—h , Mr. L.
wae going to ssy—Ilegislation, that it should not be made the
means of doing mischiel when it could fairly be avoided.

‘What was the difference between this act and the act of
18421 First, every body knew that that had been consid-

4o less rate of: duty than that imp

¥ s had already been urdered. But did they ruppose
that individuals engaged in commerce, who ha« ordered ship-
ments, would be injuriously affected, or would o & mod-
ification of dutivs by which their merchandise should come in

unmanufactured wool, the value whereof, at the last port or
place whence exported to the United States, shall be seven
cents or under per pound,” from fifteen per cent. ad valorem
(as provided in the bill) to thirty per cent.

Mr. OWEN then proceeded 1n a regular speech upon the
general merits of the bill, in which he condemned the present
tariff as iniquitous and unpolitic.

He was followed, on the same side of the question, by Mr.
WRIGHT, of Indians, who had not coucluded his speech,
when he yielded to a motion for the rising of the committee;
which motion prevsiled, nnd the House adjourned.

st a luwer rate of duty than they had suticipated when they
had ordered it? No; commercial men would not be obliged
to the genilemsn, but would extend to them their thanks for

d t‘! that al imakhl 3 rob-

ing, plund iff of 184 <
%wﬂn *P:'m.,fm.- he admited; had

*given them an honest excuse for this amendmeot. Manu-
facturers no doubt wanted the time delayed until the 1st Jan-
vary ; but should these men, who had been henefited by
plunder for one year now, who had grown wealthy under it,
ask them to defer the operation of this law for their benefit !
I'bey had already had the advantages of the law of 1842,
and there was no justice in the demand.

Mr. P. would also notice her suggesti Some week
ago a gentleman had asked whether high taxes made low
prices, and he had been answered *yes, yes!" by a gentle-
man who spoke for the manufacturing interest of this nation.
If he was right, then there was no necessity for notifying the
manufscturing interests of this change ; let it go into opera
tion instanfer, and by the reverse operation of the principle, |
low duties making high prices, they could not oliject to it.
Every motive of equity and justice—of justice to the con-
sumer, the manufacturer, and to commerce—required that
this bill should be passed and its operation take place in-
stanter. He would not, however, object tn the time fixed
on by the chairman of the Unmn'F of Ways and Means,
or by any other gentleman who had had the subject under
consideration, unless he wae_a manufacturer, or directly in-
terested in keeping up a monopoly and taxing the people for
the benefit of these facturing interests

Mr. E. JOY MORRIS was opposed to the amendment of
the gentleman from North Carolina on the ground that it
forced this bill too soon on the public; but he must admit
that the amendment of the gentlgman was perfectly consistent
with the whole spirit of the bill. Tbe bill of 1842 was a bill
to do what?  Was it a bill in the passage of which Congress
had found it expedient 10 delay for any long time what could
have been postponed 1o a subsequent session? Was it s
measure not immediotely ealled for by the exigencies of the
country and the Government! No, we hal found a large
balance of trade against us, amounting in four yearsto upwards
$£200,000,000 ; we had found the expenditures of the Gov-
ernment far exceeding its income ; we had seen the country in
distres.—deranged manufactures, commeree in a languishing
condition, all the industrial pursuits of the country embar-
rassed. Was that a time for delay—nn occasion for doubt ;
for standing still ond paying no stiention to the universal
voice of the nation, that was calling on this body for relief in
one of the most trying timee of the country’s necessity 1 No,
The bill passed in Avgust had taken eflect in September;
and what had been its result!  He was not going to eulogize
the bill, but its result was what we now saw ; the whole face of
the country changed—manufactures reviving, commerce ex-
tending, revenue increasing, so that between seven and eight
millions of dollars had been received in one quarter, and a
large amount was anticipated. The bill of 1842 had been
passed to relieve the wants of the people und the Government ;
ond it had relioved the wants of the people; all the departments
of American industry were now thriving ; this Government
wes now enjoying one of the most liberal revenues it had
ever received, and there could be no Jeason whatever in urg-
ing this bill into premature and immediate setion.

‘T'he gentlemay from Alabama, in his indignation, against
those whom he supposed in 1842 were manufacturers, or spe-
cially interested in manufactures, and who had voted for the
present law, had denounced it and ealled the hill now before
the committee an American bill. Mr. M. would not discuss
the bill out of place ; when it came up he hoped to be able to
prove that it was not an American, but a British bill through-
out; almost every duty levied there seemed with a view to

age British industry and suppress American produe-

erod a vital measure 1o the of the We
had been told that they were o stop; that the President was
acting Charles in onforcing ship-money ; and that the Gov-

now the gentleman from Penneylvania moved that they should
not relieve the people by the operation of this bill before the
18t of January. Mr. R. was opposed to any postponement
beyond what was necessary : gentlemen could not show a
protective law that bad not gone into operation immediately,
and in hike manner he was now for the shortest time possible,
in order that the people oppressed under the present law
might be relieved. ¢
Mr. PETTIT said it seemed to him that no one ought to
the earliest time for the taking wifect of this bill.
One side of the House, that to which he belonged, held that
no duties operated s a reliel 1o the people ; that no duties
enabled the importation of goods without increasing their
1 All that side of the Houwse, then, ought to put in
ible, if it was to relieve the
ple, and ho believed it would reliove them. Geutlemen

bill on the Bpeaker's table on the question of eng ont,
known as the Eastern harbor bill.  He inquired if it would
now be in order to move to take up that hill.

The SPEAKER replied in the negative,

Mr. BARNARD, remarking that the bill eould not occu-
Py much time, moved that the rules be suspended for the pur-
pone of taking n;;.

‘Mr. HAMMETT.. Does not that motion require a vole
of two-thirds 1

The BSPEAKER. Tt does.

on the other side, who said that high Juties relieved the
i people—that was, that adding toa thing made it lighter, or
that splicing a rope made it shorter—ought to go for the ear-
linst time, that the people might sooner sea the injury which
they had sustained from thus altering the work of the 27th
Congreas, and that they might replace in power those same

agents in order again to revive this policy. 1t seemeil to him,
therefors, that both sides ought to go for the earliest dey. He
was in favor of the 1st of July.

otherwise would have no income, They had been
called on to vote for it under extraordinary circumstances.
The gentleman from Alal would Hlect that he (Mr.
I.) had tendered 10 him and to all the anti tarifl men on this
floor, wt the risk of his homble standing at home, (and by it
he had lost one half his majority, ) s modification of the tarifl,
which they had not thought proper to aecept; and now, if he
could by this ¢ save inconvenience to a single indi-
vidual, he enid to the gentleman from South Carolina that he
was serving the best i ts of the people; that he acted as
he believed in the spirit of that legislation which ever had
and ever would govern every civilized people.  Aoother differ-
ence beiween this act and the act of 1842 was, that was an act
to incroase duties ; this, fur the first time in this country, was
to reduce duties. He bad not said whethier he thought it
right or wrong. In reply to some suggestion in an under
tone with reference to the compromise set, Mr. [, sall that
was an act passed under pecolinr cf , giving ten
years' notice ; although it was & system of reduction, it was
a systemn which ensured poace and guiet for ten yenrs—a sye-
tem under which every man knew where he was—knew that
his head would not be chopped off some morning when he
got dp and thought be could go to breakiast with it on his
shoulders.

He could not see that there was any objection in
little bumane notice in this bill; on the contrary,

friend

tione.  He admitted with the gentleman that it was » great
Ameriean question, whether the tariff of 1842 shouldhe sus-
ained, whether its reviving influences should continue to
shed their blessings on this country of not.  Pass this bill to
go into operation in Jonuary, and what did they do?
There was but a fow months’ notice to merchants; cargoes
were now preparing ; invoices were filling up in the mar-

r
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prices in foreign markets, large | pou

moun, of New York, to amend the firet section of the bill
by mising the duty “on all coarss ufactured wool,
the value wheveof, at the last port wrmw
to the United States, shall be sevens cents or under per
nd,” from fifteen per cent. ad valorem (ae provided in
the bill{vl,o !h'.ﬂ'q per cent.—

Mr. WRIGHT, of iadidnes resumed and concluded his re-
marks in ?rnliﬁm to the bill. |

Mr. WHITE, of Kentucky, next took the floor, and went
ioto & vindieation of Mr. Clay from the stale and oft-refuted
charge of bargain and corruption, in reference to his vote for
Mr. Adams as President in 1844, which bas been |ately re-
vived in some of the [These remarks of Mr. W.
will be found on the fourth page of this paper.]

Before Mr. Wirre had concluded his remarks, his allotted
hour expired.

Mr. !FRINKEBHD" rose simultaneously with several
other gentlemen, and was recognised by the Chair. i
Mr. WHITE renewed his appesl to the of the
committee to allow him an opportunity to conclude his
remarks. |
Afler some conversation— |
The CHAIRMAN stated that he thought it was not in
the power even of two-thirde of the commities to suspend
:u rule of the House o allow the gentleman to speak anothor

our.
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. Let thowe who have put the
hour rule upon us abide by it. J

Mr. WHITE. There -wbmmmwn
other bills, on which [ will w : >

g-&lmm_., IR0 (0,08,

Mr. BRIN Fr sceussed, and was sbout to pro-
ceed with his remarks, when be was interrupled.  °
BREACH OF, PRIVILEGE. . o

At this stage of the y lings a violent p | rencoun-
ter took place between Mr. Wairx, of Kentucky, and Mr.
Raranuw, of New York., Of the immediate cause of it the
Reporter heard nothing, though he witnessed the several an-
gry gesticulations that preceded it. There wns an instanta-
neous rush to that part of the Hall; and members were seen
in all directions leaping on the tables, and endeavoring to
force Mrmolu;\!:lhmtnofwhunow began to sssume
the

appesrance ‘general .
The CHAIRMAN vainly called for order. The lumult be-
came more violent. High above sll was hesrd the voice of
Mr. Droxeoovx calling upon the Bergeant-at-Arms to arrest’
the unruly members.
The confusion thickened. No sign of sbatement manifest-
ed itsell. At this moment a rush was observed at the door
on the left of the Bpeaker’s chuir, and the short sharp erack
of a pistol resounded through the Hall.
The SPEAKER, in the interim, hod resumed the chair.
The mace of the Sergeant-at-Arms had been carried to the
scené of ‘conflict. The ranks of the members, till now crowd-
ed thick and in indiscriminate confusion on each otber, hul
opened and become scattered. Reason was resuming ils
throne ; the voice of the Speaker—like some potent speil
whose influence had been lost for a moment—was sgain: re-
cognised ; a few more calls to order—a still further retirement
of members into their prolg:r seats— )
‘And, lo! the House of Representatives of the United Blates,
in two minutes from the time of its sudden disruplion, was
itself mgain. 4
[Norz sx Tus Rerontzn.—The pistol above alluded to
was discharged by a citizen from Kentucky, Witiian 8.
Moonx, and the ball penetrated the thigh of one of the offi-
cers of the Capitol, Jonx L. Wint, wounding him serious-
ly, but it is believed not dangerously. As the Reporter
knows nothing beyond this fact, except what comes to him
a8 rumor, he does not enter into any particulars, ]
Afier the lapse of a few moments—
Mr. DROMGOOLE rose and said—Mr. Speaker: Whilet
we were in session in Committee of the Whole on the state
of the Union, the eommittee was dispersed in disorder. 1 call
upon the Chairman 1o state the facts, that the House msy
take steps for the maintenance of its order and the preservalion
of its dignity. y
" Mr. HOPKINS (chairman of the committes) rose and
said—Mr. E?uhu The Committee of the Whole on the
state of the Union bad under discussidh the bill to modify the
existing tariff law, and was progressing with its considera-
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tion when an ocgurrence resulting in disorder and in a person-
sl aliercation touk -place on the floor. In the midst of the
fusion the Chairman was called upon to varale the chair,

The {olloming memoriele aud petitions Wre prosented and
uppropriately referred : =R SN e "
By Mr. BUCHANAN : From the refigious Society of

Friends in. Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, strong-
Ay remonsirating against the snnexation of Texas,

By Mr. CRITTENDEN : From citizens of Berks coun-
ty and the county ol Lebanon, in Pennsylvania, remonstrating
against any inferference with the present tariff.

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on Commerce,

iy -order thst: pou, wir, the presiding officer of this House,
might occupy it. It is my duty to make this communication
to you as that presiding officer. The gentlemen between
whom the altereation took place were Mr. Raranux, of New
York, and Mr. Warrs, of Kentucky.

determining what proceedings it was proper the House should
take in the matter, Various resoluti and prop
were submitted and discussed. Mr. Wiirs addressed the

reported the joint resolution from the House of Rep
tatives in relution to certain property purchased for the use
of the United States at the port of Bath, in the State of
Maine.

Mr. H. moved that the resolution be considered in Com-
mittee of the Whole, which was agreed to, and the resolu-
tion having been explained by Mr. H., was read a third time
and finslly passed. *

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Senate took up the bill
supplemental 1o the act regulating the pay of the navy,

Mr. PEARCE moved to amend the bill a0 as to give to
engineers $200 and 1o nssistant engineers $150 in cases of
shipwreck, ns an indemnity for ldss gf clothes ; and, their
siations not having been named in the bill, the amendment
was agreed to,

Mr. CHOATE moved further to amend the bill by in-
creasing the amount allowed to the petty officers of the ship ;
when, after some remarks from Messrs. CHOATE, AL-
LEN, BAYARD, and others, the bill was postponed with-
out any question having been taken.

The Senate then proceeded to consider the report of the
Committee on Finnnee in relation to the proposition of Mr.
MeDurrre coneerning the tanfl ; when—

House several times, in a very cool and collected manner.
During the debate it was intimated thst an apology was due
to the House from the offending members, and one proposi-
lion was to the effect that such an apology should be required
of them. Before the proposition was agreed to—

Mr. WHITE voluntarily rose and made an explsnation,
in which he expressed his great regret at the occurrence, and
admitted that the dignity of the House had been vinlated.
Mr. RATHBUN then also made an explansiton, in which
he admitted he had acted improperly, but attribated it to the
heat of passion.

His statement induced Mr. WHITE to rise agaip and say
that, after hearing Mr. R.’s explanation, he would be wau!-
ing in the proper feelings of a man il he did not agree to dis-
card all hostile feelings towards his late antagonist, whieh he
now avowed that he did. Whereupon Mr. Raruaux offer-
ed him his hand and they made up.

The House still conesived that it was necessary to do some-
thing to vindicate itaelf, and at last it was determined to ap-
point & committee of five to investigate and report upon the
circumstances which led to the transaction, and to inquire
also what connexion the affair between Mr. Moore and the

Mr. WRIGHT rose and concluded his remarks 1e-
ed on Friday last,

Mr. DAYTON then moved that the further consideration
be postponed until to-morrow ; which motion was agreed to.
POST OFFICE LAWS.

Mr. MERRICK then called up the bill to reduce the rates
ol postage, limit the use and restrict the sbuse of the frank-
ing privilege, &c.

Mr. EVANS moved to amend the bill by striking out
from the second section the proviso that makes it the duty of
editors to keep a list'of all papers sent by mail, noting the
day when sent, the office where deposited, &c. ; which mo-
tion was agreed to, s

Mr. DAYTON moved to nmend the bill by inserting a
clause to give to the Secretary of the Senato and the Clerk
of the House of Representatives the power to frank copies of
all the documents continuously to each newspaper in the
United States ; but the motion, after a brief debate, in which
Messrs. DAYTON, BUCHANAN, and MERRICK parui-
cipated, was decided in the negative without a division.

Mr. ARCHER then moved to amend the bill by striking
ont all after the words United States, thind line of the Sth
seclion, to its close, and to insert in lien thereofl s clanse
;'wqg‘& member the privilege  sond and recaive free
of \“an leretofors, letters in writing not exceeding o
hall’ ounce.

would admit the intercourse between the member and ¢ n-
stitnent to a limited extent, and enable them to get rid of
1 ts and speeches, the sending of which constituted
the great abuse.

Mr. BUCHANAN mil he supposed the Senate would
hardly be prepared to vile on an amendment of so much
importance st so Iate an hour. "He wan the advocate of
cheap postage, but it must be apparent to wny one that they
could not have cheap postage snd the franking privilege both.
T'he thing was impossible.

Mr. MERRICK regretted that his friend from Virginia
had scen fit to introduce the amendment ; the section, if left
| ax it was, would be all sufficient.

J Mr. SEVIER was glad the Senator had introduced the
He could

kets of Lyons, Switzerland, England, and other places, fo
this country ; and after the enrgoes were fairly uboar, they sent
word that, scting secording to one characteristic of A merican
legislntion, thisbill of 1843, which by their own confession
wan doing more gooil than its friends had anticipated, was
doing too moch good ; that they must repeal it in hot haste;
that they must arrest commerce in ite mad career, and ihat
they must destroy this great and growing revenue.

el there was not mueh apprehension.) or if it were to become
a law, jhat reasonable notice would be given to those interest-
od in its operation,

Mr. WINTHROP, said that, in jostice fo himsell and

been commented upon in the cdurse of the delmte. Some
gontlemen, in reply to his remarke, had nug;rm:d the im-
possibility of the merchants of this country being injured by
sy bill suddenly redocing the duties, It wos true, they
mid, that, if it was a bill materinlly sugmenting the duties,
the consequence would be to head the commerce of the coun-

He trasted his colleague would adhere to his amendment, |
and if this bill were to pass this House, (of which he heliev- any question.

his conatituente, he wanted to advert to a point which had | Committee of “the Whaole on the state of o 30!!. (Mr.
"Horxixs, of Yirginia, in the Chair,) and the

!' Iment, anid hoped he would adhere to it.
| asetre him of one vole at least. He spoke of the necessity
| that existed for keeping up the intereourse between himsell
rlnd his constituents ; that he had within the last twenty-four
hoars written ten letters, not one of which was¢ on his own
| business.  ‘I"his was great labor, it was true ; but still it was
due 10 the constituent  The franking privilege was not for
| the benefit of the tember, but of the people,

The hour being late the Senste adjuorned without aking

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
On motion of Mr, McKAY, the House Wﬁ itself into

eon-
"sideration of the Wil to modify and amend the act entitled
| 4¢ An act to provide revenue from imports, and to change and
" modify existing laws imposing duties o imports, and for
othor purposes,” approved 30th of Augu 12,
The pending question being on the

Mr. A. sdvocated his amendment on_the ground that it |,

of Mr. Sur-

Watchman had with it. Mr. Moore was then plaged in the
hands of the Sergeant-at-Arms,

The proceedings of the dwy were closed with thé following
personsl explanation by Mr. Waire:

Mr. WHITE rose and said that Mr. Moore, as had been
stated by his (Mr. W."s) colleague, (Mr. Davis,) wass Ken-
tuckian. He (Mr. W.) wished now to state 1o the House
and to the country a fact important to himself in connexion
with this transaction. Although this unfortunate individual is
s Kentuckian, and althGugh the fact has been announced by
my colleague that he has been here for twp years past in the
prosecution of a claim, [ aver, in the presence of this House
and of this country, that I have never known that such an
individual was in this city untik the fact was stated by my
colleague. I have never had a moment’s conversalion with
him. [If I have ever met him, he was an unknown man to
me. That is all I have to say of him.

Thereupon the House adjourned.

It has never been onur lot before to record so melancholy a
hereavement in one house sa that which has occurred in the
fanuly of Mr, A. O. Squier, of this town. In less than the
space of onae X they have lost five ehildm—-‘ﬂ:um
with scarlatina. the 19th ultimo Esther, an infant, died ;
on the 6th instant Elihu, aged 5 yesars; on the Tih Julis,
aged 33 on the 12th Olavk, aged 7; and on the 14th Lou-
ien, nged 0. Not a solitary bud has been left on the parent
stem! All gone! but gone, we trust, to form a wreath in
Heaven.— Columbia (8. C.) Carolinian.

Deara or & Veremax.—~The Koskaskia (Illinois) Re-
publican recently noticed the death, in that vicinity, of Joax
Srcrrienzav, aged 109 yesrs. He was born on the banks
of the Hudeon tiver, twelve miles from Albany, in the State
of New York, Fi 15th, 1785. His eyesight was un-
impaired, almost to the last, and he never had occasion for
the use of spectacles. His third wife is still living, at the
advanced age of 82 and was able to attend the remains
of her husband to the grave.

Tax Lzenosxias Nxw Bausswick.—We learn from
the last Miramaghi Gloaner that a Medical Commission, con-

sisting of : Skene, Toldervy, and Gordon, have
been in nature, origin, and extent of the
frightful disense now existing at ’l'rlcn_dh,

Tabisintac, and Negusck. These gentlemen have
that the diseass is the Greek Elephantiasis; not the Ble-
phentiasis of the Arsbians, but the leprosy of the middie ages,
of that deseription which the French designate the Tuber-
cular, and which raged over nearly every part of Europe be-
tween the tenth and sixteenth centuries The disease ia
contagious, and Ho person in this Province who has I:nn un-
fortunate enough to contract it has s yet been curec. The
medical gentlemen say that the discase has po affinity to
serofula, nnd that the idea of its having arisen from the poor
diet of the French settlers, or from filthy habits, is not cor-
rect, as they found it existing in some of the cleanat dwel-
lings, and among the most respectable families.  The disease
appenrs 10 have spread rapidly during the past year, and the

Commissioners have seen upwards of twenty CASCs, all of
whieh they traged to one soutce.—8t. Jokn paper.

Tbe whole of the remainder of the session was spent in -




